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Speak Up, Speak Out 
Advocacy Product
The world isn’t perfect, so we’ve asked you to THINK GLOBALLY about an issue that interests you and brainstorm ways that you can make a dent in the universe.  By researching visionaries and pot-stirrers in Austin and by exploring original solutions, we’ve asked you to PROBLEM-SOLVE LOCALLY.  Through the “Take Action” component of the service-learning project, we hope that you’ll ACT NEIGHBORLY.  
Now it’s time to utilize your talents and gifts to ADVOCATE -- to speak up about the issue you’ve researched and educate your community about solutions.
Here are the deets:
YOUR ADVOCACY PRODUCT SHOULD…
· educate your target audience about a specific global issue
· explore how the global issue impacts us locally (our city, our school, a neighborhood)

· explain options for addressing/solving/facing the issue head-on, including information about how your group decided to take action

· address a specific audience with a specific purpose in mind.  For example:

· Connecting potential donors to an organization that aids refugees
· Emphasizing equity in education and encouraging redistribution of resources or volunteerism in struggling schools
· Encouraging governing bodies to protect a specific natural resource

· Making a statement to the world about the mistreatment of women or children

· Addressing the City of Austin about expanding a program, facility, or event
· must synthesize research and utilize communication strategies in a creative format.  More specifically:
· develop an informed position that calls for action
· educate the viewer about the history or background of an issue by embedding at least five factual details related to global impact and five details related to a local manifestation of the issue
· reveal research about the issue, not just common knowledge (synthesize information from multiple sources) and include a works cited page or slide
· incorporate science and math data/analysis if it applies to your topic

· use effective persuasive strategies by incorporating at least two appeals (logos, pathos, ethos)
· communicate effectively with your audience (through choice of words, sentence length, images, music, colors, messages, etc.)
· must be individual and must stand alone without further verbal explanation (written documents, like a pamphlet or introductory letter, may accompany visual art and include the historical background of an issue).

Possible Advocacy Platforms
	Big Ideas (these can stand alone if designed and executed well):
	Combo-platter (these are smaller pieces, but still effective – combine 3 to create an advocacy campaign):

	· PSA (public service announcement) – this can be a short film, a slideshow of images with narration or text slides, etc.
· Podcast or collection of podcasts
· Website

· Documentary covering an issue

· Documentary based on action you have taken

· Photo essay

· Scrapbook

· Art/sculpture (authentic!)

· Song (write lyrics, compose music?...record performance!)

· Social Networking Advocacy Movement (not just creating a FB group)

· Letter writing campaign (letters actually mailed!)

Other ideas:


	· Poster or billboard design

· T-shirt design

· Bumper stickers

· Flyers

· Magazine advertisement

· Wrist bands (“chum”)

· Song lyrics/poetry 

· Buttons

· Sample letter for a letter writing campaign

Other ideas:


Yes!  You can combine an idea from the first column with an idea from the second – these are just starter ideas.  We want you to submit a proposal and we will approve your ideas.

