MLA Format for Citing Sources/Avoiding Plagiarism

Conducting research is part of being a scholar.  Including someone else’s work within your own essay or project without giving credit for their research and ideas is called PLAGIARISM.  That typically ends badly – big, hairy zeroes with fangs.  At the college or professional level, plagiarism results in a one-way ticket through the exit door.  

You may have been given a great deal of leeway up until now, because middle school teachers were focused on helping you form ideas into sentences and paragraphs.  Fair enough.  Now that you’re in high school, though, citing sources is expected.  In each and every paper you write, you must cite sources for information (statistics, facts, observations) and ideas (yes, really…even ideas) that are not your own. Teachers do not have to specify that sources should be cited; it is expected.  Here’s how it works:
Citing a source involves two steps:

1) In-text Citation (brief citations in parentheses in the body of your work)
2) Works Cited Page (for each cited source, a full entry on a page at the end)
Step 1.  In-text Citations:  Use parenthetical documentation (also called internal documentation) inside the essay to indicate ideas, quotations, statistics, or other information that you found through the research process.  “In-text” means that the citation is located at the end of the sentence that includes the researched information.  Listing source information at the bottom of the page does not help the reader understand which facts came from which sources.  
How to create an in-text citation:  Use the author’s last name and page number in parentheses at the end of the sentence that includes the information you are citing.  Do not put a comma in between the name and page number, If you refer to the author in the sentence, just put the page number in the parentheses.  If you use quotation marks to indicate an author’s exact words, put the citation after the end quote mark but before the period.

Let’s imagine that you read an article written by Rosalind Brusselsprouts that argues that                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    English classes best prepare students for college.  On page 4 of the article, the author claims, “English teachers are superior to all others!”  You’d better cite that; math, science, and yoga teachers might disagree!  Remember, you must cite ideas, even if you are not directly quoting the author.
Parenthetical Documentation Examples:   
A recent study of highly successful college freshmen indicates that high school English classes, more than any other subject area, indicate future success at the college level (Brusselsprouts 4).

According to Brusselsprouts, English classes best prepare students for college (4).

Based on the correlation between high school and college success, English teachers have been described as “superior to all others” (Brusselsprouts 4).

FAQ’s about In-Text Citations:
What if my information is from a website, and no page number is provided?

If there is no page number, just drop it from the citation.  Use the author’s last name only.  If you’ve referred to the author’s name in the sentence, you will not need to put anything in parentheses.
What if I’m using an article or website without an author?

First of all, make sure your source is reliable and credible. If the website is published by a reputable organization or university, go ahead and use the source.  Instead of an author’s last name, use the title of the article in parentheses.  If the title is longer than three words, abbreviate it to 1-3 words.

     Examples:   
“Roman Architecture Past and Present”     (“Roman Architecture”)


Beautiful Landscapes of Nova Scotia  (“Beautiful”)



Mad Tigers   (Mad Tigers 47)  ( Include the whole title, since it is short.
Tips:  
Smaller sources (magazine articles, poems, song titles) should be in quotation marks; 


Larger sources (book titles, magazine titles, album titles should be italicized.  
Can I just put the website address in parentheses?

Nope.  Copying/pasting websites into the body of your work is not allowed. If you have a source with no author, no title, no publisher…you probably have a source with no credibility.  Don’t use it.

What if I am using a quotation that my source also cited?  (a source within a source)
So, you’re reading a book by Jones in which she quotes Smith.  Your citation must refer to the source you are using (Jones), but also make it clear that you are quoting Smith.  You can use a lead-in, like “Smith claims…” and then follow it with this citation:  (qtd. in Jones 324-25).  If you prefer to cite at the end of the sentence, the parenthetical documentation would look like this:  (Smith, as qtd. in Jones 324-35).
If I am using the same source for all of my information, can I just put the parenthetical documentation on the final sentence?  Well…that would mean that your ENTIRE essay came from a source, and that you actually had nothing to say: no thesis, no assertions, no commentary.  So, NO.  Parenthetical documentation should be added to the end of each sentence that includes an idea that is not your own.

Can I use numbers instead of parenthetical documentation, then number my Works Cited page?
You’re probably thinking of endnotes or footnotes, which are only allowed in rare circumstances.  Do not use endnotes or footnotes unless your teacher has specifically requested that you do so.

When I embed evidence, should I introduce the quote with present or past tense verbs?  Great question – APA style uses past tense verbs (acknowledged, said, argued), but MLA uses present tense.  Here are some useful verbs for attributing evidence:


argues


claims


denies 

    points out

believes

contends

disputes
    suggests
Step 2.  Works Cited Page:  Write out the full citation for every internally documented source.  At the end of every paper/project, include a page called Works Cited.  Then, in alphabetical order (based on the first letter of the entry, regardless of whether that is a name or a title), list all of your sources including authors, titles, and required publishing information.  Refer to the MLA Handbook or the OWL (Online Writing Lab for Purdue University) for more detailed examples.  
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The following resources explain creating Works Cited entries and parenthetical citations. Both are necessary for materials to be properly cited so that others can reference your same sources. 

Section 1: Works Cited Entries
Basic entry including the core elements:

Author. Title of Source. Title of container, Other contributors, Version, Number, Publisher, Publication date, Location. 

Notes about the core elements:

Author:

· Typically, the author is listed as Last Name, First Name. 

· If the author goes by a screen name or a pseudonym, the chosen name may be used. 

· If a source has more than three authors, list just the first author’s name and then “et al.”

Title of Source:

· Longer titles—such as books, full length movies, TV series, and whole websites—are punctuated by italicizing or underlining the title. 
·  Books or full length movies are punctuated by italicizing or underlining the title. 
· Shorter works—such as articles, short stories, poems, and songs—are punctuated by placing the title in quotation marks. 
Title of container:

· A “container” refers to the larger whole the work is a part of or the entity that “contains” the work. 
· Sometimes, a work has two containers. For example, an article in a database might have the name of the scholarly journal as its first container and the name of the database as its second, or an episode from a show on Netflix would have the show title as its first container and Netflix as its second. 
· The container title is italicized, which generally corresponds to the notes concerning longer “Source” titles above.
Other contributors:

· Other contributors may include an editor, translator, director, etc. 
· If applicable, fully spell out the other contributor’s role as in, “edited by Alice Walker.”
Version:

· Specifying a version or edition may be necessary if a book has multiple editions or if you are referencing a specific version of a song or movie, as in “director’s cut” or “unedited.”
Number:

· The most common work requiring a number is a journal wherein you would want to specify the volume number (vol.) and issue number (no.). 
· This may also apply to specific episodes of a television show, online periodicals, or other sources. 
Publisher

· Provide the publisher’s name in full.

· Be sure to capitalize appropriately. 

· Sometimes, an organization is the author and publisher of a work. If this is the case, provide the name as the publisher and leave the author’s space blank. 
Publication date:

· Format the date the same way the source does.
· If there are multiple publication dates, use the one most relevant to your research or the one that corresponds to the version you are using. 
Location

· For print sources, this usually refers to page numbers, designated as p. # for a single page number or pp. #-# for a range of page numbers.
· For online resources, a DOI is preferable, but a URL may also be used. 
A few general notes:

· Your Works Cited page is the last page of your paper and still includes your header with your last name and page number in the upper right hand corner. 

· The page is titled “Works Cited.” This title is in the same standard font as the rest of the paper, not underlined, bolded, bigger, etc. 

· The list of sources is alphabetized according to the first word of the entry. 

· The top line of each source is justified to the left, while each following line is indented 0.5”. This is called a hanging indent. 

· Be careful with your periods, commas, and capitalization. Each of these pieces plays a critical role in making your citation clear to your reader. 

· Each entry is single spaced with a line space between each entry. 

· If information necessary for your citation is not provided by your source, try your best to research and find the missing piece. If you find the missing piece of information in another reliable source, set it off with square brackets. If you try your best and cannot find it, simply omit the missing information. 

· Remember, that each of these pieces helps you become a more credible and respected author. Plus, if a reader is looking at your sources, that means she finds your information compelling enough to want to know more! 

· Please come see me if you have any questions. It’s my job to help support you in critical reading and credible, convincing writing. 

Sample Works Cited Page (Entries used as reference material for this guide):
Smith 2

Works Cited
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Section 2: Citing Sources within the Text
In-text citations, parenthetical citations in MLA, tell your reader where specific information in your paper originates. Even if you have a complete Works Cited page, your paper is plagiarized if you do not give your sources credit within the body of your work. You must cite words, information, and ideas appropriately. 

Parenthetical citations consist of two parts:

· The first word or two of your Works Cited entry, usually the author’s last name

· A location, usually a page number

· Sometimes, especially in electronic sources, there is no specified location

· Note the lack of a comma between the first and second parts of the citation

Location:

· Usually, your parenthetical citation is at the end of the sentence that includes quoted material.

· Usually, the closing parenthesis is before the ending punctuation. 
· Depending on different circumstances including the instructor’s preference, the parenthetical citations may be placed immediately after the quotation or at a natural pause in the sentence. 
· Placement of parenthetical citations should remain consistent throughout the paper. 
· Placement for multiple sources quoted in the same sentence and block quotations is more complicated. Please see your instructor or Purdue’s OWL for further guidance in these areas.  
Examples:

Electronic source with no specified location:

Instead of having a huge variation of citation types used for different sources, the new MLA Style guide strives to have “one, universal format” to make writing and reading easier (“MLA Format”). 

Traditional book source:
In The Things They Carried, the author discusses his revisions to an old story, vulnerably showing his readers how a great author heavily revises to create “a better story” even if the “old structure remains” (O’ Brien 154). 

Author(s) mentioned within the body of the sentence:

Paul Chaat Smith and Robert Allen Warrior came together, bonded through “a profound dissatisfaction with the existing narratives” of Indian cultures and histories (VII). 
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