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Root Words Lesson 2
The Parts of a Word
ROOT



DEFINITION OF ROOT
Prefixes:

a-, an-                             
without
   
atypical = not conforming to the type or norm
  
anhydrous = without water (all water removed, as in crystallization) 
anti-, ant-                       
against
   
antidote = a remedy for counteracting the effects of poison, disease, etc. 
co-, com-, con-                  with, together
cogent = “driving together” – convincing because of a clear presentation
congress = “moving together” --  a body of representatives 
de-                                  
 away, apart (indicates reversal)
   
decry = to condemn or denounce as faulty or worthless
in-, il-, im-, ig-, -ir         
inept = without skill or aptitude for a certain skill
illicit = not legally permitted or authorized
See next page for suffixes!
Suffixes:

-able, -ible             

capable/worthy of (forms adjectives)
admirable = worthy of admiration
audible = capable of getting heard
-ation                    

 forms nouns from verbs
     
 annihilation = the state of being annihilated; complete destruction
-fy, ify                      

to cause to become (forms verbs)
      
petrify = to convert into stone; to benumb or paralyze with fear/astonishment
-ty, -ity                   

forms nouns from adjectives
      
sagacity = soundness of judgment ; the quality of being discerning
-oid                         

like/resembling or shape/form

                                

(forms nouns and adjectives)
      
humanoid = having human characteristics or form

trapezoid =  “table shaped” – a quadrilateral plane figure with two parallel and two non-parallel sides
