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       Think globally; 
problem-solve locally; 
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      act neighborly
Driving Questions:  How can we address global issues at the local level?  Who are Austin’s problem-solvers, pot-stirrers, and visionaries? And where are they leading us?
Project Design:  Well, we’re building this airplane in the air…welcome aboard!  We anticipate these steps for your project design, and will provide some planning/groupwork time during the school day (but also plan to have some lunch and out-of-school meetings with your group):

1) Initial research
2) Topic proposal

3) Gathering resources/identifying visionaries, leaders, pot-stirrers in the field and conducting interviews

4) Designing a “take action” event or service project

5) Creating an advocacy piece about the issue researched

6) Writing a reflection about the event

7) Preparing a presentation for the community and Forefront Austin
Culminating Activities/Tasks:

As a GROUP, you will take action AND present the results of your process and event.
As an INDIVIDUAL, you will write a reflective essay AND create an advocacy project based on the issue researched.
Assessment:  This project impacts grades in all classes.
TG-PLAN:  An interdisciplinary, project-based, service-learning adventure designed for 10th graders in the Academy for Global Studies at Stephen F. Austin High School – our Spring Thing, 2012.





Our partnership with











Forefront Austin is an online publication that features multiple perspectives on critical issues facing Austin.  Each month, this e-magazine poses a question and then publishes responses from civic leaders, activists, artists, business leaders, and other members of the community impacted by the issue.





AGS has been invited to participate in the June issue of Forefront Austin, which will focus on these questions:  Who are the problem-solvers, pot-stirrers and visionaries of Austin?  And where are they taking us?





KICK-OFF:  On January 30th and 31st, Forefront Austin and a host of community leaders will spend the day with AGS sophomores, sharing their experiences and inspiring students to stir the pot or envision change.





PUBLISHED AUTHORS:  Students will  create written reflections on the  TGPLAN process, as well as multimedia advocacy work.  All groups will present their projects to the community; finalists will be published in Forefront Austin in June.








A step-by-step process:





Learning Expedition Inspiration:


After participating in community service projects that benefit the Bribri indigenous people of Costa Rica, you will participate in a Think Tank discussion focused on your impact on global issues.  By planting trees, collecting trash, painting walls and fences, and /or interacting with the elderly, you have already tackled both environmental and social issues.  During the Think Tank, you’ll have the chance to brainstorm global issues that affect your local community.


 


Creating a Group Dynamic:


Based on your input about interests and project ideas, the 10th grade teaching team will finalize group assignments.  The ideal group size is 4 people, but we will allow slightly larger groups if the project idea calls for more hands (and brains).  The collaborative nature of this project will emphasize clear communication, consensus-building, and establishing ground rules for decision-making.   Group members will take on roles according to your strengths and interests; each group will be assigned an AGS teacher as a Project Adviser.





Selecting a topic:


Consider one of these two categories for impacting global issues through a service-learning project and advocacy:





ENVIRONMENTAL:  sustainable resources, water mangagement/equity, nature and animal conservation, waste management, pollution, innovative farming, urban design, etc.





SOCIAL: poverty, hunger, education, social justice, homelessness, needs/rights of specific groups, literacy, immigration, etc.




















