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Instructions:  First, just watch the film and enjoy it.  As you watch the film a second time, consider all of the following techniques/devices and jot down notes and reactions.  In your written critical analysis of the film, you must refer to at least two devices in each of the three categories (Literary, Dramatic, and Cinematic).  You may refer to more devices, of course, but at least six devices must include an assertion (judgment) and evidence from the film that proves your assertion.
Literary Devices:

Dramatic Devices:

Cinematic Devices:

Characterization

Acting



Film shots/angles/movement

Plot development

Staging



Editing choices

Setting



Set design


Directing style (stylistic?  realistic?)

Point of view


Musical Score


Use of color/absence of color

Imagery



Props



Mood (created by film style, lighting, etc.)

Tone



Costuming


Mise-en-scene

Symbolism/Motifs

Lighting



Sound (background, soundtrack, etc.)

Theme

In addition to the devices described above, be sure to address the purpose of the film.  This is an appropriate place to make connections to other films, literature, historical events, archetypes, etc.  When discussing the purpose of the film, try to address these questions:  Why is this an important film to see?  Who is the intended audience?

Purpose of the Film:

Social

Political

Economic

Artistic

Mythological

(You do not have to choose from this list – create you own descriptor to describe the purpose.)

Format of the Review:

· Type all reviews.
· Include an original title (not the name of the film by itself).  Do not underline, italicize, or place your title in quotation marks, but DO underline or italicize the title of the film each time it appears.
· Before you begin your analysis, list the following information at the top of the review:
· Title
· Year of Release
· Country of Release and/or culture explored
· Director
· Lead Actors
· Within your analysis, include a brief synopsis (100 words) of the movie.  Be sure to focus most of your review on an analysis of literary, dramatic, and cinematic devices.  The full analysis should be approximately 2 pages in length, single spaced (3-4 pages if double spaced).

· OPTIONAL:  Develop your own rating system (stars, number scale, thumbs up/down, etc.) and explain your rating for each film review.

Helpful Websites:

www-rcf.usc.edu/~jacobshu/guide2filmanalysis.html
www.studyguide.org/fillmterms.htm
www.dartmouth.edu/~writing/materials/student/humanities/film.shtml
www.imbd.com
